INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AI2RICA,  et  el 
-  AGAINST  - 
ARAKI,  SAD AO,  et  al. 


X  No!  3  Nlnokan^;;;  i;;a^a:^^  Mlyagl  Prefecture. 

Q  'rfhat  was  your  position  with  the  Prisoner  of  War  Control 

A  I'was'^the  De^ty  Chief,  the  ranking  number  two  official. 

0  Since  when  and  until  what  time  did  you  hold  that  position? 
A  From  January  1942  until  the  end  of  February  1943. 

Q  Sometime  in  July  of  1942  do  you  recall  a 
^  annointed  commanders  of  prisoner  of  war  camps  held  ^aer 
IRraSsplces  of  the’ Prisoner  of  Jar  Control  Bureau  in  • 

Tokyo? 

A  Yes. 

0  DO  you  recall  any  written  Instructions 

TOJO  which  were  itiven  and  discussed  at  the  meeting 


VO  you  fuiv/ff  lit*'.'*  vs  ^ ^ 

for  this  purpose  actually 
Yes  It  was  the  idea  of  General  UEMURA 
of  the  Prisoner  of  War  Control  Burfa^;, 
idea  to  Premier  ToJo  of  using  white  pri 
menial  labor  to  Impress  the  ; 

what  the  Japanese  can  do  to  the  whites. 
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Q  How  do  you  know  it  was  General  UEMURA's  Idea? 

A  I  know  because  the  General  who  was  my  immediate  chief  told 
me  of  it  and  that  he  was  going  to  submit  his  idea  to 
Premier  To Jo.  General  U3MURA  envisaged  two  main  objectives 
for  his  plan:  first,  to  Increase  production;  second,  to 
lower  white  prestige  in  Asia, 

Q  Do  you  know  personally  of  Premier  Tojo's  reaction  to 
General  UEI^URA's  Idea*^ 

A  I  have  not  discussed  the  ratter  with  Premier  TOJO  but 
apparently  the  Premier  agreed  to  it  because  he  signed 
the  order.  General  UEWURA  however  told  me  that  he 
anticipated  the  order  based  on  '.ils  idea  would  be 
issued  by  the  Premier, 

0  '''hat  was  General  UElIURA's  attitude  toward  this  plan? 

A  He  was  proud  of  it  as  he  had  originated  it, 

Q  That  type  of  work  specifically  were  the  v/hlte  prisoners 
made  to  do  to  carry  out  General  UEI3URA’s  plan  most 
effectively? 

A  By  making  them  perform  heavy  labor, 

Q  Does  that  include  coolie  labor,  such  as  loading  and 
unloading  cargoes  into  and  from  hulls  of  ships? 

A  Yes. 

Q  I  show  to  you  IPS  document  #2696;  will  you  state  if  you 
are  familiar  with  it? 

A  I  am  familiar  with  the  plan  to  use  white  prisoners  for 
labor  but  not  with -this  particular  order. 

Q  Can  you  state  on  what  it  was  based? 

A  This  order  was  based  on  the  written  order  Issued  by 
Premier  TOJO  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 


/s/. 


fhigeru  Yamazakl 
AMAZAki,  Shlgeru 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  the 
undersigned  officer  by  the  above-named 
YAMAZAKI,  Shlgeru,  at  the  War  Ministry 
Building,  Tokyo,  Japan,  this  7th  day 
of  November,  1946. 


2d  Lt.,  A.U.S.,  H.I. 


V/ITNESS:  /s/  J.  A.  Curtis,  2d  Lt.  M.I 
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